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How to develop receptive skills 
Fundamental methodology and terms 
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Receptive Skills (PTE General) 
What is the difference between Skills and Strategies? 

Sub-skills 
•  Listening/Reading 

for gist 
•  Listening/Reading 

for specific 
information 

•  Listening/Reading 
for inference 

Strategies 
•  Thinking about the topic using 

background knowledge 
•  Identifying typical issues 

associated with the topic 
•  Predicting vocabulary 
•  Taking notes 
•  Identifying key words 
•  Identifying topic sentence 
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Receptive Skills  
Extensive vs Intensive listening/reading 

Extensive 
  
Takes place when students are 
on their own, often for 
pleasure in a leisure way 
 
•  More engaging 
•  Develops fluency 
•  Develops word-recognition 
•  The more students 

practice the better they 
get at the skill 

Intensive 
 
More concentrated, less relaxed, 
dedicated to the achievement of a 
study goal 
 
•  Helps to understand the task in 

order to meet task requirements 
•  Helps to work out reading/

listening strategies for the 
particular task 

•  Familiarizes with different sub-
skills and approaches 
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Receptive Skills Listening  
Top-down vs Bottom-up approaches 

Top-down 
 
Understanding the overall general 
meaning first 
•  Prediction and pre-teaching 

vocabulary 
•  Getting the general idea 
•  Maintaining attention 
•  Multiple listening 
•  Collaborative listening 

Bottom-up 
 
Understanding individual words 
and phrases in the connected 
speech 
•  Dictation 
•  Micro-listening 
•  Listening drill 
•  Narrow listening 
•  Using transcripts 

Top-down processing at lower levels and with YL is hindered by bottom-up 
problems as they fail to understand individual words 
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Receptive Skills Reading  
Top-down vs Bottom-up approaches 

Top-down 
 
Understanding the overall general 
meaning first 
 
•  Dealing with unknown words 
•  Skimming and scanning 
•  Looking for keywords 
•  Identifying topic sentence 
•  Collaborative reading (jigsaw) 

Bottom-up 
 
Understanding individual words 
and phrases and cohesion 
•  Cohesion and coherence 

(filling in the missing linkers, 
structuring the text, putting 
sentences/paragraphs in the 
correct order)  

•  Micro-reading 
•  Narrow reading 

Bottom-up processing in reading does not exist without top-down, because 
understanding individual words and cohesion helps to guess or predict the general 
idea of the text 
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Receptive Skills 
Top-down vs Bottom-up approaches 

Top-down 
General view of the passage, 
getting the general picture 
•  In other words - looking at 

the “forest” 

Bottom-up 
Understanding individual words and 
phrases in the connected speech, 
cohesive devices 
•  In other words – looking at the 

individual “trees” 

It is most useful to see the acts of reading and listening as interaction 
between top-down and bottom-up processing  
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A general procedure for teaching receptive skills 
 

1.   Lead-in 
Setting the context, predicting/pre-teaching vocabulary etc 
2. Comprehension/response task  
Listening/reading for gist 
3.   Reading/Listening 
Listening/reading for specific information /for details/ inference* 
4. Text-related task 
Follow-up activity e.g. more detailed response to the text or a 
focus on aspects of language 
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Types of tasks to develop Receptive Skills 

Lead-in: predicting, reading/listening for gist, skimming 
•  Interrogating the text (What do you want to know about the topic )-  
•  Picture-story (ordering events, predicting using the pictures)  
•  Word-cloud story  
Text cohesion, Reading/Listening for specific information, scanning/reading 
for details 
•  Jumbled story (Ordering the text/sentences) 
•  Transferring information (filling in tables/graphs/flow-charts)  
•  Jig-saw reading 
Follow-up activities 
•  Encouraging students’ response to the text (agree/disagree, surprising/

shocking etc) 
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PTE General  
Written Part 

Task Types 
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PTE General (13+) 
6 Levels А1 - С2 

Written part 
1 h 15 min – 2 h 55 min 

Listening– 3 tasks  
Reading – 4 tasks   
Writing– 2 tasks 
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Types of Listening Tasks 

Section  Task Skill tested 

1 Multiple choice 
(3 options) 

Listening for gist 

2 Dictation  Listening for details, note-
taking 

3 Gap – filling/
note 
completion 

Listening for specific 
information 
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Task types: multiple choice, note completion, dictation  
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Task types: multiple choice, multiple matching, short answers 
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Section Task Skill tested 

4 Gap fill (multiple-
choice 3 options) 

Reading for gist, 
skimming, scanning 

5 Multiple-choice (3 
options) 

Reading for specific 
information 

6 Answering 
questions 

Reading for details 

7 Gap fill (Table, 
summary) 

Scanning, reading for 
specific information 

Reading Task Types 



language360.ru 
Our partners in learning

LANGUAGE360 Просвещаем, вдохновляем, обучаем! 18 

Task types: multiple choice, notes completion, answering questions  
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Task types: multiple matching, asking questions 
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Section Task Type Skill Tested 

8 Letter Ability to write formal and informal 
letter 

9 Story Ability to write a story based on 
pictures, personal experience and 
imagination 

9 Essay Ability to write an argumentative 
essay on a given issue 

Types of writing tasks 
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Task types: story based on picture, essay, personal letter 
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PTE General  
Written Part: Receptive Skills 

Listening: Strategy and Preparation Tips 
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General Tips for all parts of the Exam 
1.   Learn test strategies: 

teach your students: the format and test-taking strategies 

•  To identify and underline keywords and predict the topic and vocabulary of the recording.  

•  To recognize distractors. 

•  To highlight key words from the question and scan the text for these keywords.  

•  To be aware that the answer may be paraphrased or a synonym. 

2.   Build strong Grammar and Lexical Base 

•  Use the resources section of the website to check which language is needed for each level.  

•  Introduce students to a wide range of themes on social and current issues, as well personal and familiar topics. 

•   Encourage them to keep a note of useful vocabulary and phrases and test themselves on these regularly,  

•  In gapfill style tasks by reading around the gap, students predict the missing word 

•  Train your students to identify the part of speech , multi-part verbs, prepositional phrases, collocations and idioms 

•   Give them plenty of practice with word formation 
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Section 1 Listening 3 option multiple choice  

What is tested: 
 Ability to understand the main idea of a short spoken text 
What do you have to do: 
 Listen to 10 short recordings with 1 or 2 speakers and answer a multiple choice question 
containing 3 options for each recording. The recording is played only once 

Strategy 
 
•  Read the question and the 3 options 

and highlight the key words 
•  Think what is different 
•  Make your choice 
•  If you are not sure about the 

answer, choose what is most likely 
•  You have 10 seconds to read and to 

answer 

How to prepare 
 
•  Get used to hearing a range of 

voices and accents 
 
•  Practise listening and reading at 

the same time 

•  Practise underlining the 
keywords in the task and 
predicting the topic 
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What are the benefits of using authentic listening material? 

•  accent and language used in EFL coursebook listening 
materials  don’t prepare students for real-world 
communication 

•  Authentic materials are more challenging but engaging 

•  Ability to understand speakers in real situations boosts 
student’s confidence 

•  Authentic materials provide meaningful up-to-date 
context for communication and introduce your students 
to a number of different genres, topics and cultures  

•  Inspire them to take greater ownership of their learning  

•  Tests are based on authentic materials from different 
sources 
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Where can teachers find authentic listening material? 

•  News websites BBC, CNN, and ABC  

•  YouTube  

•  Ted Talks and Vox Pops,  

•  podcasts  

•  radio programs from the BBC and NPR 

•  BBC World Service and Voice of America 
(VOA) ( material for non-native English 
speakers) 
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How can they be tied to each part of the PTE 
General listening paper? 

•  Identify parts of the audio that you feel 
will be most difficult for your learners to 
understand. 

•  Provide your students with context,  

•  Provide learners with a transcript 
alongside the audio. 

•  Create activities that will prepare your 
students for each section of the PTE 
General listening exam 



language360.ru 
Our partners in learning

LANGUAGE360 Просвещаем, вдохновляем, обучаем! 29 

5 Best YouTube Channels to Prepare Students For the 
Real World 

•   
BBC Learning English – News 
Review 

•  Migrationology – Mark Wiens 

•   Met Office – Weather 

•   Middle Ground – Jubilee 

•   Learn English with TV Series 
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Section 1 Multiple choice 
•  Create your own multiple choice 

quizzes using online learning platforms 
such as Kahoot! and Edpuzzle.  

•  encourage your students to create their 
own multiple-choice quizzes for their 
classmates to use, based on authentic 
listening material that they have 
discovered themselves. 

•  https://edpuzzle.com/ 

•  https://create.kahoot.it/ 
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Section 2 Listening+Writing Dictation 

What is tested: 
 Ability to understand an extended spoken text by transcribing it 
What do you have to do: 
 Listen to one person speaking and write exactly what you hear with correct spelling. You will 
hear the text twice – normal speed and with pauses 

Strategy 
•  Pay attention to the topic 
•  Try to understand the overall recording 

and pick some keywords during the first 
listening 

•  Try to put everything down during the 
second listening 

•  If you miss something leave a space and 
keep writing 

•  Use your knowledge of grammar and 
vocabulary to guess the missing words 

•  Check spelling 

How to prepare 
 
•  Improve your general listening 

skills 
•  Practise listening and taking notes 

at the same time 
•  Practise picking out the keywords 

(they are usually stressed 
•  Learn homophones 
•  Practise proofreading using your 

knowledge of grammar and 
spellingg rules 



language360.ru 
Our partners in learning

LANGUAGE360 Просвещаем, вдохновляем, обучаем! 32 32 
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Section 2 Dictation 

•  Have your learners use the first play of the audio 
to adjust to the speakers’ voices, without the need 
to focus on transcription.  

•  Have them transcribe short sections of the audio 
during the second play. 

•  Begin by having them transcribe short audio clips  

•  Slowly build it up so that they are able to 
transcribe longer clips more difficult to 
comprehend. 
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Section 3 Listening + Writing  Text note completion 

What is tested: 
 Ability to extract specific information from an extended spoken text 
What do you have to do: 
 Listen to 2 recordings –monologues or dialogues and complete 10 gaps in the notes using 
information you have heard. Each recording is played twice 

Strategy 
•  You have 30 seconds to read the 

notes 
•  Read the notes and use key words 

to see what kind of information is 
missing 

•  Keep track of the questions 
•  Try to take notes while listening 
•  Complete the notes and check if 

they make sense and are 
grammatically correct 

How to prepare 
•  Improve your general listening 

skills 
•  Practise listening and taking notes 

at the same time 
•  Learn how to predict the missing 

information using words before 
and after the gap, content words.  

•  Learn how to identify the part of 
speech of a missing word 

•  Turn statements into questions 
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Section 3 Note completion 

•  Use the audio’s transcript to create 
simple gap-fill activities for your learners, 
with the gaps focusing on more difficult 
elements of the audio. 

•  For lower levels, you can begin by first 
encouraging them to read-whilst-
listening, before removing single words 
or simple phrases to listen for from 
sections of the audio that are easier for 
your students to understand. 
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PTE General  
Written Part: Receptive Skills 

Reading: Strategy and Preparation Tips 
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Six reading strategies for PTE General 

Strategy #1: Highlight key words in the questions 

•  Key words include question words, nouns and 
verbs 

•   use them to find the sections in the text with the 
correct answers.  

•   can be applied to the open-ended and  the 
multiple-choice questions in the Reading Paper. 

Strategy #2: Paraphrase ideas in the text 

•   at higher levels, answers are likely to be 
paraphrased versions of the question. 

•  train your students to be able to understand the 
ideas 

•  Have your  students create summaries of reading 
texts, or by designing gap-fill activities  
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Six reading strategies for PTE General 
Strategy #3: Analyze the text for implied meaning & purpose 

•  To identify explicit information and  to look for implied ideas 

•  To identify the type of text explain its purpose 

•  to identify key details in the text, and discuss what these details 
all have in common.  

•  to find and underline evidence in the text that  supports these 
ideas. 

Strategy #4: Predict answers based on previous knowledge 

•  to predict answers to questions in the exam.  

•  to use their own vocabulary and grammar knowledge to review 
the options. 

•  to predict what type of word is missing before looking at the 
options.  
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Six reading strategies for PTE General 

Strategy #5: Ensure answers are concise 

•  to save time in the Reading Paper by writing concise 
answers to the open-ended questions. 

•   have them change note prompts into questions, and  use 
these questions to better understand the information they 
need to identify in the text. 

Strategy #6: Double-check answers make sense 

•  To check the answers make sense, both in terms of meaning 
and grammar. 

•  To recognize grammatical patterns, use online platforms 
such as Kahoot! to create multiple-choice quizzes in which 
students have to look for the grammatically correct option. 
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Section 4 Gap-fill 3 option multiple choice  

What is tested: 
 Ability to understand the purpose, structure and main idea of short written text 
What do you have to do: 
 Read 5 short texts each containing a gap and choose the missing word out of 3 options 

Strategy 
 
•  Read the question and the 3 

options and highlight the key 
words 

•  Think what is different 
•  Make your choice 
•  Check other options 
•  Re-read to make sure that the text 

makes sense 
•  If not, review the options 
 

How to prepare 
 
•  Learn how to analyze the text 
 
•  Practise highlighting key 

words 
 
•  Keep vocabulary notes 
 
•  Learn words in chunks 
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Section 5 Gap-fill 3 option multiple choice  

What is tested: 
 Ability to understand the main idea in an extended written text 
What do you have to do: 
 Read a text answer 5 questions each containing 3 options 

Strategy 
•  Read the question and highlight the key words 
•  Find the relevant part of the text for each 

question using key words 
•  Sometimes key words might be paraphrased 
•  Try to answer the question before reading the 

options it may help you to be more confident 
about your choice 

•  Don’t panic if you don’t understand a 
particular part of the text – try to get the main 
idea first 

 

How to prepare 
 
•  Read extensively 
•  Learn to guess the 

meaning of unknown 
words from the context 

•  Learn synonyms and 
antonyms and how to 
paraphrase 

•  Learn to scan 
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Section 6 Open-ended Questions 
What is tested: 
 Ability to understand the main points of short written texts 
What do you have to do: 
 Read 2 short texts and answer 8 questions using single words or short answer 

Strategy 
 
•  Read the question and focus on the key 

words (Question words, nouns, verbs) 
•  Highlight the words in the text which you 

think answer the question 
•  Answer your question briefly using words 

from the text where possible 
•  Avoid writing long answers with 

unnecessary words 
 

How to prepare 
 
•  Read extensively 
 
•  Practise skimming 
 
•  Learn to give short 

clear answers 
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Section 7 Text Note Completion 
What is tested: 
 Ability to extract specific information from  an extended written text 
What do you have to do: 
 Read a text and complete 7 incomplete sentences or notes using information from it. You 
must use no more than 3 words from the text 

Strategy 
•  Read the question and highlight the key 

words 
•  Scan the text to find the missing 

information or detail 
•  Look for the key words or their 

synonyms in the text 
•  Use grammatical clues to decide what 

words are needed 
•  Re-read your answers to make sure that 

the completed sentences make sense 

How to prepare 
 
•  Read extensively 
 
•  Learn to use the key 

words and their synonyms 
to find specific 
information  

 
•  Learn to scan for specific 

information or detail 
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Section 7 Text Note Completion 
What is tested: 
 Ability to extract specific information from  an extended written text 
What do you have to do: 
 Read a text and complete 7 incomplete sentences or notes using information from it. You 
must use no more than 3 words from the text 

Strategy 
•  Read the question and highlight the key 

words 
•  Scan the text to find the missing 

information or detail 
•  Look for the key words or their 

synonyms in the text 
•  Use grammatical clues to decide what 

words are needed 
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PTE General  
Written Part: Productive Skills 

Writing: Strategy and Tips 
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General Tips for Exam Success 
1.   Learn test strategies 

•   The format and test-taking strategies 

•  Assessment criteria for productive skills 

•  Planning is crucial for Writing   

•  Read the task to identify the type of writing and the audience 

•  Think about the style and register.  

2.  Build strong Grammar and Lexical Base 

•  Use the resources section of the website to check which language is needed for each level.  

•  Introduce students to a wide range of themes on social and current issues, as well personal and familiar 
topics. 

•   Encourage them to keep a note of useful vocabulary and phrases and test themselves on these regularly,  

•  Give them plenty of practice with word formation and spelling 

•  Provide learners with discourse markers and linkers, so they can connect and extend their ideas.  

•  Teach the language  to express their opinions, offer suggestions and to give reasons.  
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PTE General Writing Section 8 

What is assessed?  
 
•  vocabulary on a range of topics 
•  accuracy 
•  coherence and cohesion 
•  spelling 
•  punctuation  
•  easy-to-follow layout 
 
Student success in section 8 of the exam depends on their comprehension of the 
task in section 7 and their abilities to express themselves clearly. 
Use graded level appropriate authentic materials to achieve this 
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PTE General Writing Section 9 

Types of writing texts 
 
•  A factual piece:  
    a blog entry, article, or instructions 
•  A critical piece: 
    review, report, or essay 
•  An analytical text: 
     essay, analysis of issue or argument 
 
 
Students write a short text from their own experiences, knowledge or imagination. 
Word length will vary according to level 
A choice of two topics is given 
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Section 8 Write correspondence 
What is tested: 
 Ability to write a piece of correspondence 
What do you have to do: 
 Write an email or a formal or informal letter 90-120 words for level 3 (+/- 10%) 

Strategy 
•  Read the task and focus on task requirements, 

the reader and the purpose of your 
correspondence  

•  Cover all the bullet points in your writing 
equally 

•  Highlight the information in Section 7 which 
you need to refer to in your writing by 
summarizing or commenting on it  

•  Use your own words wherever possible 
•  Check your writing for word number and 

accuracy 
 

How to prepare 
•  Improve your 

vocabulary 
•  Learn how to plan your 

writing 
•  Practise using markers 

and linkers 
•  Practise checking your 

writing for grammar, 
spelling and 
punctuation mistakes 
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Section 8 Write correspondence 
What is tested: 
 Ability to write a piece of correspondence 
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you need to refer to in your writing by 
summarizing or commenting on it  
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•  Check your writing for word number and 
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How to prepare 
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•  Practise checking your 

writing for grammar, 
spelling and 
punctuation mistakes 
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Writing correspondence Blog entry 
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Writing correspondence Blog entry 
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Writing correspondence Postcard  
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Writing correspondence Postcard  
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Writing correspondence Email  
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Section 9 Write Text  
What is tested: 
 Ability to write a short text from your own experience, knowledge or imagination 
What do you have to do: 
 Write a factual (blog entry, article), critical (report, review) or analytical (essay) piece of writing 
on 1 of 2 given topics Word-limit – 150-200 words for level 3  

Strategy 
•  Choose 1 topic and use the prompts to 

decide what type of text you need to write, 
its format and style 

•  Highlight the words in the prompts what 
you need to cover and use them to 
organize your answer 

•  Rewrite the prompts as questions 
•  Use a wide range of vocabulary, linkers 

and grammar structures 
•  Leave a few minutes for proofreading 

How to prepare 
•  Study the samples and 

models of different types 
of writing and see how 
they are organized 

•  Practise developing your 
argument, giving 
examples, expressing 
opinion and backing it up 
with reasons 

•  Practise writing to a 
required word limit 
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Section 9 Write Text  
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Writing Text Short Story 
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Writing Text Short Story 
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Writing Text Essay  
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Writing Text Essay  
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Writing Text Article  
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Writing Text Article  



Our partners in learning

06 
PTE General  
Integrated approach  

How to integrate the four skills 
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Integrated approach to language learning 

What does INTEGRATED APPROACH mean? 

•  to use a combination (or all four) of these skills within a single activity (or series of 
activities) to create a situation which is much more similar to one they might come 
across in the real world. 

What are the benefits of integrated approach for students and teachers? 

•  It allows students to transfer skills 

•  It helps teachers vary activities in class 
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How to Integrate the four skills? 
1. Combine the receptive and productive skills across the same 
medium 

•  Oral medium – Listening and Speaking 

    ( e.g. Telephone) 

•  Written medium – Reading and Writing 

     (e.g. Group story writing, My last holiday 

2. Combine all four skills within one task 

(e.g. All about me) 

3. Cross-media combination 

•  Reading and Speaking 

(e. g. Reading club debate) 

•  Listening and Writing 

•  (e.g. Taking notes, minutes keeping, dictation) 
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Telephone  
Level: Any Grammar: Any Vocabulary: Any    Skills: Listening and Speaking 

1.   Put students into groups and tell them to sit in a 
circle. 

2.   Nominate a student to think of a sentence  

3.   Have them whisper their sentence to the next person 
in the circle,  

4.   They must listen and repeat what they heard to the 
person next to them.  

5.   This continues until they reach the final person in the 
group.  

6.   The last person has to say out loud what they thought 
they heard. Finally ask the first person what their 
original sentence was  

7.   Write both on the board and compare them.  
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Group story writing 
 Level: Any Grammar: Any Vocabulary: Any  Skills: Reading and Writing 

1.   Put students into groups and hand out a piece of paper to each student. 

2.   Read a cue to the students and have them write a sentence at the top of the paper.  

3.   Have them fold the paper and pass the paper to the person on their right.  

4.   Continue until you’ve read all the cues. 

5.    At the end of the game each student reads (or retells) their story to the class.  

6.   Discuss the stories and choose the best. 

 

Level and Target Language depend 
on the cues you give 
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My last holiday (Variation of Group story writing) 
 Level: 1 (CEFR A2) Grammar: Past Simple Vocabulary: Holidays  Skills: Writing and Reading 

Example cues:  
 

Where did you go? The more creative the better. (E.g. I went to the moon). 
 

Who did you go with? (E.g. I went with the Queen of England). 
 

How did you get there? (E.g. We travelled by hot air balloon).   
 

How long did it take? (E.g. It took 5 hours). 
 

Where did you stay? (E.g. We stayed in a tent). 
 

What did you do during the day? (E.g. During the day we played volleyball).   
 

What did you do at night? (E.g. At night we went dancing). 
 

How was your trip? (E.g. We had a great time). 
 

*After each cue fold the paper and pass it to your right and in the end read or retell their story 
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All about me (That’s Me! Or Unique Me) 
Level: Any Grammar: Any Vocabulary: Any Skills: Writing, reading, listening, speaking 

1.   Students think of 1 UNIQUE thing about themselves 

2.   They write it down on a piece paper – but don’t identify themselves 

3.   Teacher collects the papers and distributes at random 

4.   Students prepare a brief personal intro: 2-3 personal bits of information 

5.    They include the information about some other student they got from the teacher 

6.   Students listen to everyone make their introductions.  

7.    If someone hears the information that they think is false about the speaker but true 
about them – this person calls out in the end of the presentation “That’s not ____, that’s 
me!”  

8.   BUT THEY DON’T say which part is about THEM. 

9.   The rest of the class tries to guess which bit of information is the “false” information. 
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All about me (Variation) 
Level: A1+ Grammar: Present Simple Vocabulary: Likes and Dislikes 
Skills: Writing, reading, listening, speaking 

1.   Students write a short introduction (50-70 words) 
about their likes and dislikes 

2.    Students don’t include their names 

3.   Teacher collects the papers and distribute at 
random.  

4.   Students read out the information while the others 
listen.  

5.   The students should guess who they think it is 
about. 

6.   Once they’ve determined who it is, students mingle 
and ask further questions other based on what they 
heard. 
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Developing all four exam skills 
Level: Any Grammar: Any Vocabulary: Any Skills: Writing, reading, listening, speaking 

1.   Choose two short texts similar to Section 7 interesting for your students  

2.   Split students into pairs (A B) Give one text to person A and the other to person B. 

3.   Have student A read the text to their partner who has to transcribe it.  

4.   Swap so that B reads their text to A who now has to write down what they hear. 

5.   Get students to check accuracy by comparing their transcriptions with the original 
texts.  

6.   Have them briefly discuss each text with their partner, giving their opinion on the 
content. 

7.   Finally, they write a correspondence like in Section 8 (an email to a friend or a letter of 
complaint to a hotel manager) 
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Classroom activity 2 – language maze writing 
Procedure 
1.   choose a level appropriate article  
2.   print enough copies so there’s one per student plus an extra 

one for each group.  
3.   cut  extra articles into 5 or 6 sections 
4.   split your students into groups;  
5.   distribute one cut up article per group, each student receives 

one section of the article.  
6.   students read their section and paraphrase it in their own 

words.  
7.   students work together to assemble the paraphrased article in 

the right order. 
8.   redistribute the original article, so students have one copy each 
9.   students check the paraphrased article against the original text 

and correct the order if necessary.  
10.  read the article together in class and ask some basic 

comprehension questions. 
11.  have students write a piece of correspondence relating to the 

article 

Examples of 
responses 
 
•  An email to a friend 

describing an 
experience. 

•  A letter of 
complaint or praise 
to a hotel manager. 

•  A letter to a 
newspaper offering 
an opinion on a 
recent story. 
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Classroom activity 3 – wandering writers 
Procedure 
 
1.   Distribute a square white sticker (or post-it note) to 

each student and have them write a topic that they 
are interested in on it. (etc.) 

2.   Mind map ideas for questions about their topics. 
Come up with 5-10 questions and leave them on 
the board.  

3.   Have the students put on their stickers, mingle and 
ask the questions 

4.   When students have spoken to most people in class 
tell them to form a pair with someone they 
thought had an interesting topic. 

5.   The students work together to plan a blog entry 
based on their partner’s topics 

6.    let students research their topics online  
7.   Students write about their partner’s topic 

Examples of questions 
•  What is your topic about? 
•  How long have you been 

interested in this? 
•  What should other people 

know about it? 
•  Name something surprising 

about your topic. 
•  How can I get involved in this? 

Examples of topics 
 
Travel 
Environment 
Politics 
Sports 
Photography 
Films 
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Dictogloss What is it? 

•  a dictation activity where learners are required to reconstruct a short text by listening and 
noting down key words, used as a base for reconstruction.  

•  a multiple skills and systems activity 

•  a fun, collaborative and mingling activity 

•  develops learners’ autonomy and is suitable for mixed ability classes 

•  the reconstruction of the text can be both written and oral 
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Dictogloss Procedure A 

•  Students discuss a topic 

•  Listen to a piece of text on the same topic for 
the first time without taking notes 

•  Put down the information they remember 

•   Listen again and take notes.  

•  Get in groups/pairs and try to reconstruct the 
text in their own words.  

•  Mingle, change groups and compare their 
versions 

•  Compare their versions to the original 
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Dictogloss Procedure B  
(for mixed ability and smaller groups) 

•  The teacher reads a short text on a familiar topic at normal speed. 

•  The learners listen and take notes. 

•  The teacher repeats the reading, after writing new subject 
vocabulary on the board to help weaker learners. 

•  The learners form pairs and share their notes. 

•  The teacher reads the text a final time at normal speed. 

•  The learner pairs form fours to produce a final written version of 
the text. The aim is to get as close to the original as possible. 
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How to use Podcasts for Dictogloss activities 
 

1.   Introduce the topic of the podcast  

2.   Place your students in small groups (3-4 students)  

3.   Tell your students to put everything away. Play the audio once.  

4.   Invite your students to listen again and take notes.  

5.   Tell your students to jot down key words and chunks rather than full sentences. 

6.   Explain the reconstruction task to your students and organize them in groups and let them decide 
on their roles 

7.   Students work together to reconstruct the text. 

8.   Have your students compare their version to the original.  

9.   (Optional: Have students record their own version of the text and create their own podcast.) 

•  http://blog.esllibrary.com/2014/09/03/esl-library-dictogloss/ 
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Dictogloss Tips for Students 

•  Write down key words as you listen. 

•  Listen for chunks of language. Try to use 
these chunks to reconstruct the text 

•  Assign roles to each group member.  

•  Take notes, but do not attempt to write out 
full sentences.  

•  Choose someone who has tidy handwriting 
or quick typing skills to finalize the group 
work.  

•  Pick someone with a good eye to proofread 
the final copy. 
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Dictogloss Tips for Teachers 

•  The text should not be more than a paragraph at first but the language should be more 
advanced than the students’ current level  

•  Encourage learners to use new vocabulary and sentence structures 

•  Support the activity with key visuals, pictures, graphs when appropriate 

•  This is a group activity, not a dictation exercise. Beginners can be paired with more fluent 
peers 

•  Highlight the importance of paraphrasing.  

•  Monitor to make sure that students are taking point form notes.  

•  Remind students that the point is not to reconstruct the text perfectly. 

•  Give your students the opportunity to listen to the podcast on their own via mobile devices. 

•  Experiment by doing this activity a few different ways assigning different roles to your students  

•  Experiment with the length and level of the text.  
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Dictogloss Speaking Activity Procedure 

1. Prepare a short story which you’ll read to your students. 

2. Put students in groups of two or three and read the story to them. 

3. Students try to remember the details of the story and compare with their group. 
Students don’t take notes. 

4. Read the story again and have students attempt to recreate the story more 
closely, again by speaking in a different group or with a different partner 

5. If you find it appropriate, depending on the level of the group and story, read the 
story again and the students again attempt to recreate it, even more closely. 

6. Elicit a couple of teams to tell their story to the class (in a small class). Or, put two 
teams together and they can tell their stories to each other (in a larger class). 

7. Read the story one final time for students to compare with their own. 
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07 
PTE General  
Written Part 

Sample tasks from Pearson Course books 



Часть рисунка с идентификатором 
отношения rId43 не найдена в файле.

Sample Exam Format Tasks: Focus 3, Wider World 2 
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 Listening Section 1 
 Task Types: 
 Multiple choice and Multiple Matching 
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 Listening Section 1 
 Task Types: 
 Multiple choice and Multiple Matching 
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 Listening Section 1 
 Task Types: 
 Multiple choice and Multiple Matching 
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 Listening Section 2 
 Task Type: 
 Dictation 

 Any reading text or listening 
script or a part of them from the 

course books can be used for 
dictogloss activity 

(mentioned above) 
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 Listening Section 3  
 Task Type: 
 Sentence/Note Completion 
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 Listening Section 3  
 Task Type: 
 Sentence/Note Completion 
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Reading Section 4   
Task Type:  
Gap fill Multiple Choice 
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Reading Section 5   
Task Type:  

Multiple Choice , 
True/False  
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Reading Section 6 
Task Type: 
Answering Questions 
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Reading Section 7 
Task Type: 

Gap-fill (Table/Summary) 
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Complex tasks/ “Text mining” 
Gapped sentences, answering questions, 

vocabulary work 
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Writing correspondence Notes 
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Focus 3 Wider World 2 
Personal informal letter or email 
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Writing factual text Blog entry 
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Writing factual text Biography 
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Writing factual text Article 
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Writing narrative text Story 
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Writing critical text Review 
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Writing analytical text Essay For and Against 
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Writing analytical text Essay Opinion 
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Essay layout 
Paragraphing 
Linking  
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Signposting 
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Paraphrasing 

110 
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!  Новый	5-уровневый	курс	для	детей	11-16	лет	,	
соответствующий	уровням	Starter	–	Intermediate	

!  Рассчитан	на	72-120	часов,	в	зависимости	от	кол-во	
академических	часов	в	неделю	

!  Самый	полный	курс	английского	языка	в	сочетании	с	
лучшими	технологиями,	предоставляющий	все	необходимое	
для	уроков,	чтобы	сосредоточиться	на	обучении.		

!  Содержит	материалы	CLIL,	а	также	развивает	важнейшие	
«навыки	21	века»	

!  Имеет	доступ	к	онлайн	образовательно	й	платформе	
MyEnglishLab	
!  Содержит	уникальный	видео-контент	BBC:	мини-сериал	о	
жизни	подростков,	аутентичные	документальные	видео	ВВС,	
интервью	людей	с	улиц	Лондона	

!  Направлен	на	подготовку	к	международным	экзаменам	
Cambridge	Exams,	Pearson	PTE	Exams	

!  Дополнительные	материалы	доступны	на	сайте	пособия	
www.pearsonELT.com/widerworld			



! 5	уровней		от	А2	до	C1		
! Для	подростков	14-18	лет	
! Рассчитан	на	100-120	часов	
! Построен	на	принципе	наращивания	словарного	
запаса		
! Учитывает	интересы	подростков	и	особенности	
экзаменационной	подготовки	(как	международных,	
так	и	государственных	экзаменов)		
! Предлагает	экзаменационные	стратегии	
выполнения	заданий	любого	раздела		
! Имеет	онлайн	компонент	MyEnglishLab	и	E-text	
! Предлагает	разнообразные	видео	материалы,	в	том	
числе	и	для	объяснения	грамматических	аспектов		
! Дополнительные	материалы	доступны	на	сайте	
пособия	www.pearsonELT.com/focus		

	



 Focus PTE Exam Practice Tests 

•  3 levels– А1, A2, В1 

•  Can be used separately 
•  Exam-format tasks 
•  Exam Strategy 
•  Preparation Tips 
•  Samples 

 Wider World PTE Exam Practice Tests 

•  4 levels– А2, В1, В2, С1 

•  Can be used separately 

•  Exam-format tasks 

•  Exam Strategy 

•  Preparation Tips 

•  Samples 
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PTE Skills Boosters – practice tests 

4 levels А2-С1 

5 variants of tests 

Suitable for the Revision for OGE 
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Past Papers 

116 
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Useful Links 
www.pearsonpte.com 
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/pearson-test-of-english.html?
_ga=2.85137113.1933572266.1530692492-1122224752.1451382536 

https://www.pearsonelt.com/sample/wider-world.html 

https://www.pearsonelt.com/catalogue/secondary/focus/ 

https://www.english.com/focus/ 

https://edpuzzle.com/ 

https://create.kahoot.it/ 

http://blog.esllibrary.com/2014/09/03/esl-library-dictogloss/ 
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You have Questions? 

We have Answers! 



Thank you for being with us! 

АДРЕС 
115184, Москва  
Большая Татарская, 7 

ТЕЛЕФОН 
+7 495 786 25 61 

E-MAIL 
ilanguage360@language360.ru  

 

САЙТ  
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